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Toc H seeks to create friendship and 
understanding among people of all 
backgrounds and beliefs. Local group 
activities range from holidays for the 
handicapped and children’s playschemes 
to arts festivals and even bird watching. 
Toc H is short for Talbot House — the 
soldiers’ club in Belgium founded by the 
Reverend ‘Tubby’ Clayton in 1915. 
Today Toc H provides opportunities for 
people to test the relevance of practical 
Christianity and we welcome anyone who 
would like to give us a try. 


Members accept a four fold commitment: 
1. To build friendships across the 
barriers that divide man from man. 
X To give personal service. 

3. To find their own convictions 
while always being willing to listen to the 
views of others. 

4. To work for the Kingdom of God. 


This magazine, which acts as a forum for 
ideas about Toc H and about the world in 
which we live, takes its title from the 
third of these Four Points — to think 
fairly. 


Cover Picture 

Six young men, led by Andy Tipper of 
the Toc H Birmingham Centre, played 
1,025 games of pool over three days. 
£300 was raised for Ethiopia and Toc H. 
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Editorial 
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The question that not many a 
stark, ‘What can | do?’ Most o 
about this problem. We feel we have to 
with responsibility for policing the terraces, i 
whatever. 


There is, however, at least one quiet voice that presents an uncomfortable challenge to 
our conviction of our own impotence. It comes from an elderly woman called Kate 
Dunlop, a grandmother, who in a recent letter to ‘The Friend’ (The Quaker Weekly 
Journal) written a few weeks before the Heysel riot, argues that there is something 
that the individual can do. ‘There is a simple answer’ she writes. ‘Go to football 
matches, particularly where there is a poor reputation. If there were plenty of elderly 
people, particularly women, mixed with the fans and yelling with them, they would 
feel what they are — normal and happy — and be less likely to get rough. It’s hard to 
bat someone over the head with a bottle when you are standing next to someone who 
looks like your granny.’ Not surprisingly she practises what she preaches, goes to 
football matches, and thoroughly enjoys them. It may not be open to us all to do 
likewise, but her example is a beautiful statement that the individual is not impotent, 
and it presents a powerful challenge to get involved personally. This sort of simple, 
personal, commitment may well be dismissed as naive and irrelevant, but it stands out 
as the most clearly Christian response there has yet been on the whole subject of 
soccer violence. If more of us were to refuse to accept our own impotence, and get 
stuck in, there is no limit to the wonders that could be wrought, 


This is not to suggest, of course, that the various measures that are being undertaken, 
or planned, are unnecessary or wrong. They too have their place. The hard reality, 
however, is that real, lasting change in society will only be accomplished by a 
partnership of structural change and individual involvement. It is folly to sacrifice 
the energy and commitment of good people by asking them to work in structures that 
actively inhibit the good that is sought. It is equally juvenile to believe that structural 
change alone will create lasting change for good, unless individuals are also personally 
committed. No structural change has ever created one jot of love, and without that, all 
eine aee self-defeating. Only individuals can bring to situations the love that alone 
Nee i oe and aay change for the good. Kate Dunlop alone will not solve 
stop a finery ee gill tickets or a ban on alcohol. The latter may begin tO 
things ENA Eppes but loving individuals are far more likely to start good 
g, and that’s the real change needed. 
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That was the title of the leaflet 1 picked 
up in the Public Library. Apparently 
other organisations have the same 
problem in selling themselves as we in 
Toc H. So much so, that a one-day 
course had been organised by the Local 
Management Group in conjunction with 


Junior Chamber of Commerce, 
Wolverhampton Voluntary Service Centre 
and Central Television, to show 


organisations how to make the best use of 
publicity agencies. Fred Hemsley (of 
Wulfrun Branch) and | attended this 
course to see if we could use the 
information to the advantage of Toc H. 


The first session of the day was 
‘Developing an Image’ led by the sales 
manager of an advertising agency. 
Although much of what he said was 
directed at organisations who sell 


products, some of it could be applied to 
Toc H if we thought of it as something to 
persuade the public to try. He said it was 
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The 30th annual party for old people organised by Gillingham Branch. 


Joan Nicholas 


imperative to project a definite image to 
the public and the reality must live up to 
expectations offered as “You only buy a 
lousy product once’. At the end of the 
day personal recommendation is the best 
form of advertising. 


A managing director of the local radio 
station then endorsed much of what had 
been said as regards newsworthy items 
always being welcomed by radio 
presenters. They are as anxious for air 
time to be used as organisations are to 
have publicity, but items must be ‘hard’ 
news to warrant a mention. It must be 
remembered that radio is a transient 
medium and to get a message across it has 
to be repeated as “once is not enough’. It 
is prudent to establish a personal 
relationship with a producer. 


Next a feature writer for the “Express and 
Star agreed that the use of personal 
contacts is to be encouraged and pointed 


Bognor Regis Joint Branch present a music centre to the Bognor Regis Memorial 
Hospital in memory of Ron Harrison, a former Secretary and Chairman, Branch 
Chairman Edith Wharam, extreme right, makes the presentation. 
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out the importance of sending any item 
to the right department, in writing. It 
was also wise to study the newspaper 
concerned and to mould items to its 
distinctive feeling. He thought all 
organisations should have a Publicity 
Officer with a flair for publicity and 
brevity. 


The session 
forward to 


we had all been looking 
was the one led by the 
Community Programme Development 
Officer for Central Television who is 
responsible for the production of Public 
Service Announcements (PSA). These 
announcements are available to all 
charities who wish to appeal for 
volunteers or offer a service but must not 
be used for financial appeals. They are 
always shown at the end of commercial 
breaks so they reach the widest possible 
audience and five screenings of 30 
seconds are guaranteed. Production 
sessions are held at the TV studios every 
month and anyone can attend if 
application is made. 


The first step to making a PSA is to apply 
to the Local Management Group where 
every help will be given to fill in the 
application form. At this stage details of 
script and graphics to be used will be 
discussed. These should clearly state the 
Organisation making the appeal and give a 
definite outline of its objectives and 
details of how to get in touch. The 
completed form will then be submitted 
to a Central Committee of representatives 
and, if approved, all the resources of the 
TV studio, including design of graphics, 
will be available with professional advice 
on hand. 


And the cost? 


Cost of Production ........ FREE 
PART TE scene test cher ae FREE 
Services of Local 
Management Group ....... FREE 
Administration of 
BSA Association)... sea ene £10 
for local distribution only 
+ £30 


for regional distribution if required 


We then formed into groups and 
discussed and produced Public Service 
Announcements which were then filmed 
and recorded. After lunch these were 
played back to us and criticised by 
experts, which proved that making a PSA 
is not such a daunting process as might 
be imagined. 


With all the encouragement and 
professional assistance available at TV 
studios it is a shame if Toc H does not 
take advantage of them to spread the 
word, The services are readily available, 
the cost is very reasonable and the 


‘feedback could be surprising. 
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Round and about 


People seem to have been queueing up to 
express their thanks and farewells to The 
Revd M B (Poily) Perkins! At the Kent 
Area Day in May (which he has himself 
organised for many years) over 150 
members gathered to hear talks from 
Gilbert Francis and The Revd Frank 
Topping, and then to say goodbye to 
Polly with the gift of a portable colour 
TV. 

A month later Medway and 
Sheppey District gave their thanks to 
Polly with the presentation of a Crystal 
Liqueur decanter and glasses. Two days 
later, High Brooms was the scene of 
Polly’s final official engagement, when he 
formally welcomed The Revd Walter 
Robbins as the new Branch padre. Once 
again Polly was thanked for all his help 
and support to Toc H. 


Gilbert Francis, Frank 


Keni Open Day 
Topping and Poity Perkins. 


isle of Man Olympics 


Leominster Branch sponsored a mentally 
handicapped young man in the special 
Olympics in May. They raised over £200 
towards this. All in all the Herefordshire 
Branch of the Special Olympics collected 
63 medals of which three were won by 
ten year old Helen Jones, the youngest 
member. 


St Asaph Festival 


The North Wales and North West Region 
stretches from Carlisle to Criccieth and 
members met on Saturday 11 May for a 
festival at St Asaph. It commemorated 
the 70th anniversary of the founding of 
the Movement in Poperinge in 1915, the 
60th anniversary of the spreading of the 
Movement to South Africa and Australia 
and the International Year of Youth. 

The proceedings commenced with 
a bi-lingual Service in the Cathedral at 
which the address was given by the 
Bishop, Revd Alwyn Rice-Jones who has 
å 
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followed by entertainment provided by 
the James Lambert Singers from 
Wrexham and magician ‘Adil from 
Prestatyn. 


A hymn from Weymouth 


Brenda Wallis of Weymouth (J) Branch 
has sent us the words of a new hymn 
written by Vera Wood, whose husband is 
their Branch Padre. Weymouth will be 
using it from time to time, and we print 
it here in case others might feel it is a 
hymn appropriate to Toc H. It is to be 
sung to the tune ‘Slane’: 


Bridges 


1. We would build bridges to cover the 

earth, 

Bridges of friendship, compassion and 
mirth; 

Bridges which carry God’s love 
towards man. 

Through creeds and through nations 
all the world is our span. 


ine} 


. We would build up where the world 
has brought down; 
Bringing God's mercy, nor seeking 


renown. 

Faith is our concrete, our scaffolding 
love, 

Which soars over evil like the wings of 
a dove. 


3. We would bring solace where love has 
grown cold; 
Service and keenness where zeal has 
grown old. 
We would bring truth to the councils 
of men 


And values of beauty to the word and 
the pen. 


4. We would build bridges to cover the 

earth; 

Built on God’s word — 
of worth 

God’s Holy Spirit our 
guide, 

With Jesus the crucified 
strong at our side. 


the foundation 
‘planning shal] 


standing 


A new Charity, Hearing Dogs for the D 
profited as a result of a Coffee Monel 
held in St Mary’s Church Rooms, Sto 
Bishop. Bristol, on Saturday, 4 p 
Lilian Florance, a member 
Shirehampton Branch, having 


allocated such a dog, enlisted the help i 


fellow members who responded ee 
their usual willingness. It was a happy 
social occasion with Hearing Der 


Queenie, on her best behaviour being 
introduced to everyone. Owing to the 
specialised training which each dog 
requires the cost is high — £2,500 for 
every dog. No charge is made to the 
recipient, the cost being met 5 
sponsorship and voluntary donations 
More financial help, therefore, is needeq 
in order that more deaf people can lead 
more relaxed and useful lives by owning 
such a useful companion. 

Lilian Florance looks back with 
happiness on 62 years of membership 
with Toc H, regretting only that her 
increasing deafness and age limit her 
Branch activities. 


A good year in Calstock 


As well as being a very good year 
financially, Calstock Branch, Cornwall 
have shown there is more to life than 
money. 

They have a full programme of 
weekly talks including a ‘mini antiques 
road show’ and a series of three lectures 
on film and TV censorship. 

On the practical side the Branch 
completed the first stage of rehabilitating 
St Andrew’s Hall, which is now 
increasingly used for church and other 
village functions. 

Pioneer work in clearing local 
footpaths has encouraged new interest 
in the village where a Footpath Society 
has been formed. In August the Branch 
provided an afternoon by the river for 
children suffering from muscular 
dystrophy on holiday in Tavistock as 
guests of Toc H there. 

Activities this summer will include 
a car boot sale. 


And briefly 


; -Bournemouth and Christchurch 
Branch maintained their regular bien 
visits to Wickmeads and Broadwater 
homes for the elderly recently to giv 4 
afternoon concert. It included communit) 
singing into which the residents ente™ 
wholeheartedly, 
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Welcome 


fhe following new members 
registered during May/June: 


were 


Mrs Phyllis Kitcatt (Burraton, W), 
Terrance J Phillips (Falmouth. J), 

Mrs Winifred M Hall (Glen Parva), 

Mrs Betty Lester, Edgar S Speed (Milford 
on Sea, J), William H Pindard (North 
Ormesby J Grp), Stephen Tungate, 
(Norwich in Touch J Grp), Mrs Jennifer 
Balmain (Paddock, W), Miss Freda E 
Drage, Miss Gladys Mann, (Rushden 
Afternoon, W), Olive L Vincent 
(Sherborne & Yeovil, W), Miss Sylvia A 
Callendar (Strode Park & Herne, J), 
Mrs Nellie Beasley, Mrs Violet Morgan 
(Treforest W Grp), Mrs Kathleen M 
Smith (Willenhall, J). 


A warm welcome to 15 new members 


Midweek’ 
| at Cuddesdon 


Places are available on this 24 hour 
(lunch to lunch) mini conference at 
< Cuddesdon House, Wheatley, Oxon, 
16/17 October 1985. Aimed both at 
< new members of Toc H and also those 
who need a ‘refresher’ the theme will 
be ‘Toc H today’ and we shall be 
į discussing the nature and purpose of 

Toc H. 


Cost £5. 


Applications to the Editor, 
accompanied by the £5 payable to 
Toc H. 


Quarterly 


i 


: 


——— ina 


August Start of Verden Playscheme BAOR 
Start of Projects 5 (Dunstable), 19 (Poacher’s Den), 
21 (Lowestoft), 24 (Wellingborough), 34 (Axbridge) 
5 Start of Projects 16 (Colsterdale), 35 (Exmouth) 
7 Start of Paderborn Playscheme BAOR 
9 Start of Project 41 (Weirside, Cumbria) 
O Start of Projects 4 (St Albans), 23 (Norfolk), 6 (Luton), 
20 (Poacher’s Den) 
12 Start of Project 37 (Cleveland) 
16 Start of Project 29 (Oxton, Notts) 
17 Start of Projects 28(d) (Poacher’s Den), 31 (Basingstoke), 
42 (Llanarmon-yn-Ial) 
23 Start of Projects 7 (Port Penrhyn), 8 (Braintree), 
14 (Gloucester), 33 (Eyemouth) 
24 Start of Project 30 (Jersey) 
31 Start of Project 15 (Caerphilly) 
September 1 Start of Project 44 (Port Penrhyn) 
7 Start of North London Project, Port Penrhyn; 
CEC Residential Weekend, Cuddesdon 
13 Start of Project 25 (Hengrave, Suffolk) 
Project Development Weekend, Seghill 
14 N Wales & N West REC 
21 S West Regional Council 
N East Regional Festival, Darlington 
Broadlands District Festival, Lowestoft 
27 Quiet Weekend, Cuddesdon Open 
28 W Mids and S Wales Regional Council 
October 5 Manchester Toc H Festival of Music, Free Trade Hall 
N East Regional Council 
N Bucks and Oxford and Thames Valley Rally, 
Wolverton Open 
12 W Mids and S Wales Regional Rally, Worcester 
Southern Regional Council 
S West Regional Residential Weekend, Babbacombe 
16 Midweek Training event at Cuddesdon Open 
19 District Rally, Wroughton, Wiltshire Open 
E Anglia Area Gathering, Ipswich Open 
26 N Wales & N West Regional Council 
31 Meeting of representatives of Centres and Projects, Tadcaster 


We 


Open 
Open 


Open 


Open 


Open 


Enquiries concerning ‘Open’ events may be sent to the Editor who will forward 
them to the local organiser. 


TOCH DIRECTOR 
REQUIRED 


The vital role of Director of the Movement is an exceptional and rare opportunity 
for a person of vision, imagination and faith to fulfil his or her belief in its future. 


Applications are sought from experienced persons who are able to offer leadership 
and inspiration. The Director’s responsibility will be both to the Movement as a 
whole and also to the staff team of which the Director will be the leader. Closing 
date 31 August 1985. Previous applicants should indicate their wish to be 
reconsidered. 


Details and application form from the General Secretary, 1 Forest Close, 
Wendover, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 6BT. 


Some time ago now I heard a story about 
a motorist who thought that because we 
are in the EEC one can drive either way 
round a roundabout! Twice in the past 
five years I have, in fact, met another 
car coming towards me on a roundabout 
and can testify to the heart-in-the-mouth, 
pterodactyl-in-stomach, life-and-death 
nature of roundabout beliefs! 


If you think about it, all our personal 
beliefs play a vital part in our everyday 
lives. What we believe about roundabouts, 
skimmed milk, politicians, sex before 
marriage, London taxis and a million 
other facets of life form a kind of map 
helping us to plot a route along the road 
of life which avoids the hazards and 
wrong turns littering the way. Beliefs 
about our relationships with one another 
have a special place on this map. Beliefs 
about the spiritual nature of life are there 
too. 


Organisations also need a map to guide 
them. Usually an organisation has beliefs 
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which are shared among its members, 
beliefs as important to the ET Harra 
as personal beliefs are to the individu E 
In Toc H. we do not only have a map 

we have a compass as well! Here | mn 
coming to the point at last. the Fourth 
Point to be exact. You know, the one 


about the Kingdom of God. 


There has been some sniping at the 
Kingdom of God lately with the 
inevitable result that the snipers have 
drawn flak unto themseives. Why has all 
this blown up? | do not claim to know 
all the answers but there is a feeling in 
some sensitive hearts certainly that the 
word ‘God’ restricts a Toc H members 
belief to faith in a ‘churchy’ deity who 
is only really meaningful to Padres and 
Fossils (a Fossil is anyone over 18 or 
thereabouts — which puts me in the 
super-Fossil group!). 


l} wani to ask, is the word ‘God’ too 
narrow a word for this rapidly changing, 
modern world? Is the word ‘God’ in the 


Ronald Cottingham js the 
Padre to the Wellingborough 
‘NAGS’, a Toc H Youth 
Action Group. 


phrase ‘Kingdom of God’ really an 


unnecessary barrier for people Wanting to 
join us? Here we have a vital Matter 
concerning, as it does, our Compass, 


Putting on my steel helmet and climbing 
into my personal tank | am now ready to 
write the following: 

Far from being a narr 
restrictive, word the word ‘God’ is a wae 
wide, wide word; as wide as you like a 
make it. 


Consider, for example, how Moslems 
think of God in a different way to 
Christians. Consider that even within 
Christendom people have many differen; 
views about God depending on whether 
they are high or low church, Anglican 
Methodist, Roman Catholic, Baptist, 
Presbyterian and so on. 


Consider also that a man or woman's 
‘God’ may not be what a religious person 
would call God. Your ‘God’ can be what 
makes you tick deep down inside. For 


A OCH QUAKE 


It was a hot July evening in 1939. Like 
most Britons, I felt that Hitler was evil 
and the Nazis were already committing 
criminal acts that | ought to condemn. 
Like others, I wanted to be rid of those 
gangsters, so 1] went to join the 
Territorials. After filling in the forms, I 
waited in the long queue for my medical 
examination. 


Pd already been sitting for an hour on 
that hard bench, when a simple quiet 
voice spoke inside me. At first I ignored it 
and tried to put it out of my mind by 
talking to the teenager sitting next to me. 
I don’t know what we spoke about, but I 
remember that, like me, he was fed up 
with waiting. Talking to him did not 
silence that voice inside me. The sort of 
thing that inner voice was saying to me 
was, ‘There are young Germans, just like 
you, who are being trained to kill. Do | 
want to kill a young German? Does he 
want to kill me? Might it not be more 
sensible to go and learn some German 
and talk to him just as I’m talking to this 
English lad beside me?’ 


I felt conscious that, hard as it might 
seem, there was an argument against my 
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signing on. My mind refused to stop 
thinking on this one central issue. That 
soft voice kept gabbling on at me. ‘Young 
Germans should have the same right to 
live as young Britons.’ If we killed each 
other, there’d be no coroner to ask us 
how it happened or why we’d done it. | 
asked myself what military medals were 
for. They seemed to me to be a 
dishonourable honour to earn for killing 
someone. 


I looked around me. | sensed my young 
neighbour was uncomfortable like myself, 
but | kept our conversation on other 
topics. If 1 failed my medical tests, it 
would be no problem. I'd have been a 
good lad for volunteering. That would be 
an easy solution to my problem, but just 
to get up and walk out of that drill hall 
would count as desertion, Only it so 


happened that there was a loophole. The 
war had not started. 


Yet | belonged to Toc H and loyalty 
meant this question demanded an answer 
— ts an army deserter Paying his rent for 
his room on earth? The question niggled 
at my conscience in several Ugly ways 
The Nazi rulers were One thing The 


John Wrigley 


German youth were another. As the lads 
were forced into action, what right had | 
to interfere? It was their affair, not mine. 


Then the Gospel in the New Testament 
took me to task. I thought, supposing I 
had been in that scene where the woman 
had been caught in adultery. If | had been 
one of those to whom Jesus fired that 
question, ‘If all you men are so good 
yourselves, you throw the first stone at 
her’, which meant who is going to fire the 
first bullet at the innocent young German 
citizen? I'd have dropped my rifle there 
and then. There was no doubt in my 
mind. Why accuse a German youth of 
sinning when he’s probably never been 
told the difference between democracy 
and dictatorship? It wasn’t the youth 
who was at fault, but those rulers who 
purposely misled them. ‘You can’t take 
those papers,’ yelled the recruiting officer 
as | strode out of the hall. I didn’t look 
back just in case . . . well, you know what 
all the other lads might have been 
thinking. 


The next fortnight was the mos 
uncomfortable time in my life. [ coul 
not even read the News Chronicle as 
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instance, if decep down your old banger of 
a motor car is more important to you 
than anything else in life, if it is the 
motivating force of your life — if it is 
what makes you tick — then your old 
banger can be said to be your ‘God’. in 
place of ‘old banger’ I could have written 
money, sex, work, football team, pop 
group or any number of objects, people 
and activities. The word ‘God’ can really 
be all things to all men which is why 
Jesus came to put some flesh on it. Yet in 
doing so Jesus Himself has shown how 
wide and all embracing God can be. 


On our Toc H map the Fourth Point of 
the Compass is such a very important aid 
in helping us along the route just because 
‘God’ is such a wide word. Can we really 
better the phrase ‘Kingdom of God’? 
Substitute any other word for ‘God’ and 
we finish up narrowing instead of 
widening. J B Phillips, the Christian 
translator and author, wrote a little book 
some years ago entitled ‘Your God is too 
Small’. One point he made in the book is 
that we all do tend to have a restricted 
view of God if we are not careful. We do 
tend to sce God from our own standpoint. 
It is Jesus who brings God into proper 
focus. 


A narrow view of God certainly will not 


travelled to work each morning. My 
memories went back a year or two. A 
couple of my school friends had parents 
who had refused to fight in World War I. 
They were beginning to gain my 
admiration. But I felt quite sure | would 
never have the strength of will to take 
such a stand myself. No! I wouldn't join 
the Territorials now. ld just wait until 
conscription swallowed me up, like the 
rest of my age group. | was certain | 
would be conscripted, war or no war. 


Back at the next Toc H meeting, our 
Syllabus Secretary had arranged a 
monthly series of religious speakers. 
August came and the two who’d already 
spoken on Spiritualism and The British 
Israclites had been invited for a second 
talk. But I had already started a lonely 
journey. It was not either of those 
speakers who attracted me. My train of 
thought hitched onto the talk by 
Norman, a Quaker. | wanted to hear 
Norman again, but the Branch didn’t, so | 
got him to introduce me to the Friday 
evening meetings of Young Friends. As 
they were all pacifists, they were drawing 
up their statements for the conscientious 
objectors tribunals. | had heard how the 
Quaker Peace Testimony had been 
primarily formulated in the year 1661 
and declared to King Charles II. ‘Wear thy 
sword as long as thou canst’, William 


Penn was told three centuries ago, before 
he went to America. ] couldn’t wear my 
‘sword’ now. 


The Regency Singers, an ‘occasional’ choir of members of churches in Weymouth, on 
their recent visit to Poperinge which was organised by Betty Cornick, a Toc H trustee. 


Photo: Gary Hepburn 


During their stay they took part in a service of remembrance and rededication, to 
celebrate 70 years of Toc H, at the invitation of the Dean of Poperinge (pictured 


centre). The service ended with the singing in German of Beethoven's 


the combined choirs and congregation. 


help us in Toc H plot a route along the 
road of life. The only products of a 
narrow view of God are the sect and the 
bigot, which is just, I suspect, what those 
who are worried about the phrase 
‘Kingdom of God" wish to avoid, and 
quite right too. 


As the war started, | was drawn by the 
silence of the Quaker Meeting for 
Worship. Quakers who had been through 
the previous war, who had spent years in 
prison for their views, ministered on 
peaceful negotiations. They led me, aged 
19, further and further in wanting to be a 
part of the Quaker organisation. It 
was not an easy choice. 


| remember my father who had died five 
years earlier and I knew what little 
compensation my mother received from 
the Government, even though his death 
had been because of the First World War. 
As seen by my friends I had grown up 
with, | was selfish not to follow my 
father’s footsteps into the second lot of 
trenches. But it was this world’s future I 
wanted to help to build. | did not enjoy 
losing old friends, but they were not the 
only people in the world. I was rapidly 
gaining a new circle of colleagues, many 
of whom were Quakers. 


After joining Quakers, I had three CO 
tribunals against conscription into the 
Forces. My chief support for the first two 
did not come from my nursery playmates. 
They had, by now, thrown me out. The 
help came from my works manager, who 
belonged to another Toc H Branch. While 
not a pacifist, he was true to Toc H. He 
gave me tremendous support and the 
tribunals were left in no doubt that 
‘England is still a free country’, he said. 
‘Any individual has the right to have an 


‘Ode to Joy’ by 


So how about this? We do not have to 
chuck the ‘Kingdom of God’ into the 
rubbish bin of the nearest motorway 
service station. We only need to remind 
ourselves and those who are wondering 
about joining us to ‘Feel the width, 
friend, feel the width’. 


independent view of life, including his 
view on war’. I did feel I was a little 
unfair to him, but my conscience was in 
no doubt when I refused to turn a jig ona 
lathe. That jig was for the making of 
bomb noses. | had to spurn other jobs as 
well. 


When my job came off the list of reserved 
occupations, my third tribunal gave me 
exemption from military service provided 
l worked in hospitals or ambulances 
under civilian control. By that time I was 
already in The Friends Ambulance Unit, 
which was formed by CO’s as a means of 
alternative service. By the end of the war 
1 had drifted into the Medical Research 
Council's laboratories. By the time VE 
day came, I no longer wanted to earn big 
money. I was now planning a life with 
service at the top of the agenda list. But 
to achieve it, | had to have qualifications. 
By day l had to earn the bread to feed a 
family of five. After tea I went to night 
school to graduate in science. 


In retirement, I've still not finished 
paying my rent on earth. I am writing my 
second thesis after three years of hard 
practical research on fish. I hope it counts 
as service as both Toc H and Quakers see 
life. I'm sorry if I haven't paid the rent. 
l haven't a clue how much rent I owe. | 
don’t suppose you know either. Neither 
Toc H or Quakers have issued me with a 
rent book! 


It’s true, the rumour that the National 
Development Committee have been 
working hard. It certainly feels like it, as 
we have considered issues concerning 
Community Houses, Central Councils, 
Development Policy and International 
Projects. Most of our work has looked at 
the future in Britain, but Toc H is much 
wider than that. When we were 
constituted (which wasn’t too painful!) 
we were asked to consider possible 
developments overseas. 


Where is Toc H involved? Does it need 
help and support? Do we think we should 
make such a response? 


ncouragement to read 
mbers in Zimbabwe 
d to catch their 


It has been a great e€ 
letters from oe H me 
and South Africa an 
amazing enthusiasm and dine 
was particularly impressed by a Te 4 
letter from South Africa where, despi 

such difficult circumstances, Toc Ħ = 
clearly be seen to be healing a sma 

part of the hurting in that land. Please 
read Keith Rea's article which explains in 
detail one particular project and what we 
could do to help. It’s hard to share 
a vision, but do think about what Keith is 


saying to us. 


I think it is excellent how much Toc H 


The Spirit of Don McKenzie tives on! 
Many members will remember how, from 
small beginnings but with great faith. Don 
brought into being ‘Etembeni’, a place of 
hope for the people in the Valley of a 
Thousand Hills in Natal. Now called the 
Don McKenzie Centre, it is a TB hospital 
of renown, still doing magnificent 
curative work. 


In 1965 members in the UK, celebrating 
the 50th birthday of Toc H, provided 
some £10,000 to inaugurate a programme 
in the Valley designed to prevent disease 
and ill health, including tuberculosis, by 
means of health education and the 
growing of nourishing food. After a slow 
start this programme has gained great 
strength and is now known as the Toc H 
Community Care programme, or locally 


A briefing for the Community Health workers. 
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as ‘Onompilo’. Some 250/300 volunteers 
are working amongst the villages and as a 
result there has been a tremendous 
improvement in the health of the 
population, particularly among children. 


During my 1983 visit to South Africa | 
saw some of these workers for myself and 
noted that the successful ideas from 
Centre and Valley Trust were being 
carried to other areas of Black South 
Africa. Don McKenzie’s spirit is indeed 
still a catalyst for Christian work in South 
Africa. We now have the opportunity to 
reinforce its power by giving further help 
to mark this, our 70th birthday. 


What now is to be done? First of all, a 
building put up by Toc H Volunteers 
nearly 20 years ago is being refurbished 


Silindokuhle’ and beyo 


Branches and Groups do to support ot 

charities in their work. Just don't Pee 
that Toc H is doing it too. Much of Tor 
international work is in the undramatie 
Jess glamorous, often neglected but ved 
real areas of human need which can easily 
be forgotten. 


Should we be supporting an internationa] 
project? What Branches and Groups want 
to do is for them to decide, but could this 
area of work be a focus we should be 
considering? How about helping to build 
the work in the Valley of a Thousand 
Hills? When was the last time we buit 
five community centres? 


eee 


Keith Rea 


to be a Maternity Waiting Area. This is 
run by the Community Health Workers 
and will assist women going into labour 
to reach the nearest maternity unit and 
will reduce the number of unsupervised 
home births. The local name for this 
building, part of the Don McKenzie 
Centre, is ‘Silindokuhle’ or ‘We are 
waiting for the best’. With the nearest 
maternity facilities 30 Kilometres away 
in Durban, one can imagine what a boon 
‘Silinidokuhle’ will be. 


The next stage is to build five 
Community Centres in the remote 
villages. These will act as First Aid Posts 
and Health Training Centres in addition 
to being available for meetings. Each 
Centre will be a simple structure costing 
12,000 Rand (say £5,000) and the 
members of Toc H Natal have undertaken 
to raise the money. Dr Friedman, the 
medical Director for the work, intends to 
use young volunteers from all ethnic 
groups to help with the clearing of sites 
and the construction. 


l quote froma letter from Mrs Pam Herd, 
Chairman of Toc H Natal: 

‘Alec Bullivant has told us that HQ SA 
will give us rand for rand up to 1,000 this 
year. Toc H Natal will have to raise the 
rest. 60,000 Rand (£25,000) is a huge 
sum for a small band of people to raise 
but with faith and enthusiasm I feel sure 
we will succeed. so any support your 
members are able to give us will be much 
appreciated.’ 


This is one of our overseas projects which 
convinces me that Toc H has still much 
to offer to the needs of the world and We 
can already be proud and thankful for 
what miracles have been achieved by the 


_— 


—- aa 


—— ^ 


In writing this I just want us to think and 
to ask some questions of ourselves. It 
may not be for you or your Branch, but 
Toc H is committed to exploring the | 
frontiers of human need, both nationally 
and internationally. More information is 
available from Keith, and comments are 
always welcome. If you feel we should | 
adopt a specific policy about this, why j 
not encourage your Central Councillor to | 
raise the issue at Central Council? i 


Thanks for giving this some thought 
and prayers, before you feed this second 
article of mine to the hamster as well! 


MANRRAL AND CHILD CANE 
=UNIT = 


——~ ~- —- + j 
Magdalena, Community Health Worker 
outside the unit. 


1965 Etembeni appeal money. The 
people from the Valley of a Thousand 
Hills need our help in making their 
beautiful children healthy and also 
providing a pattern which other 
Communities will eagerly follow. 


The Movement has shown what it can do 
in support of Peter East in Bangladesh, 
but it is clear that, for the present, Peter 
has sufficient for his needs (£11,000+ 
raised by members and a £15,000 grant 
from ‘War on Want’) but we remain 
eternally grateful for his wonderful 
example in showing us, in a personal way, 
the way Toc H can help those in need. 
Can you or your Branch now make a 
special effort to sce that the spirit of Don 
McKenzie continues to work wonders? 
With prayer and funds please help our 
Natal members to express their 
compassionate care for the Zulu people 
of the Valley. 


Etembeni looks to Toc H once again. 


"Letter from 


Argentina’ 


Luella Grant 


Buenos Aires Branch has 11 active 
members and all except two are on 
pension. Two were born in the UK, the 
rest of us are Anglo-Argentines. Most of 
us are widows, and barring two who 
didn’t work, the rest of us are either 
school teachers, secretaries and one nurse 
who was a sister at the British Hospital. | 
was a secretary at the Bank of London 
and South America, now Lloyds 
International. Buenos Aires Branch is in 
the Centre of the City and our 
headquarters are at St John’s Cathedral 
which was opened in 1831. We meet in 
the hall or, if not convenient, in different 
member’s homes. 


The Argentine Republic has an area of 
1,080,000 square miles and it borders on 
the Andes mountain range which goes 
from the very South right up and joins 
with the Rocky mountains in the USA on 
the West. On the other side of the Andes 
is the Republic of Chile. To the North are 
the Republics of Brazil and Bolivia. 
Uruguay and the River Plate are in the 
East and in the South is the Atlantic 
Ocean. The country is divided in 2] 


FALKLAND 
ISLANDS 


GD 


Argentina has two Toc H units — 
Buenos Aires Branch and Southern 

Suburbs Branch in Lomas de 

Zamora. Luella Grant, a member of 

the B A Branch, writes about Toc H 

and the country. 
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Provinces. The Capital of the Province of 
Buenos Aires is La Plata and the city of 
Buenos Aires is the Federal Capital and 
its port is the River Plate. The latter is so 
vast that you would think that it is the 
sea. 


Spanish is the language of the country 
and Roman Catholicism is the religion, 
although there is freedom of worship. 
Buenos Aires Capital is divided into 
Suburbs, hence Southern Suburbs Toc H, 
and is half an hour by train out of the 
City in Lomas de Zamora. They are a 
very hard working Branch. 


The City is cosmopolitan with 
skyscrapers, in fact many people say it is 
like New York but much larger. We have 
two airports, Ezeiza, which is 
international, outside the City limits and 
a smaller one right in town called 
Aeroparque. There is a beautiful park 
called Palermo a little way out of the 
centre. The opera house, called Colon, 
is among one of the five finest in the 
world. We have four different subways 
and a very good bus service to all parts of 


BRAZIL 


the city and also to all the different 
provinces and one company travels to 
Uruguay and also to Brazil and Paraguay. 


In the North the climate is sub-tropical. 
Buenos Aires can be very hot in Summer 
and in Winter very cold. In the South it is 
very cold indeed and the climate is more 
like Scotland. 


The Province of Mendoza is a volcanic 
area, it is also very rich in apples, cherries, 
olives, grapes and a natural wealth of 
silver, gold and petroleum. It is also wine 
producing country. 


The Mustard Seed Conspiracy 
and 
The Sea of Faith 


Two very different books which ! 
approached with very different 
expectations. Frankly, I didn’t expect to 
find The Mustard Seed Conspiracy 
helpful. To call its style off-putting would 
be an understatement. lt is not just the 
private evangelical Christian language but 
the chatty paternalism and preachiness of 
the writing. Yet once I had got beyond 
the language and the style | found a great 
deal of practical common sensc. Sine 
illustrates some of the down to earth 
ways in which small groups of Christians 
are contributing to mecting the major 
problems of today’s world. His 
fundamental message is that the practical 
contribution we can make, however puny 
it may seem in relation to the scale of the 
problems by which we are surrounded, is 
Significant, because ‘God has chosen to 


he 
1 ugh the lowly, t 
eens Rat “perceptible”. SH 
enough mustard seeds and the wor 


be transformed, The Sea of Feith in a 


I opene j 
more positive mood and I i: K 
disappointed. Cupitt has, 


demonstrated in the television wii on 
which this book is based, ae wi 
ct ey ee asar is 
simply and clearly. [his 9095, i ae 
than a popular intro uct! 

Meee ak of thinkers such ges 
Kierkegaard and Nietzsche. It is bot 
radical critique of Christianity ê 
traditionally presented and a celebration 
of the religious impulse in man. It is not 
simply a demolition job on Sira 
dogma, it is a positive statement abou 
the spiritual dimension. | found it 
liberating and exciting. i 

The Mustard Seed Conspiracy, 
then, is a book for Christians looking for 
clues to the practical expression of their 
faith. The Sea of Faith is a book for those 
who are exploring the realm of the spirit 
but for whom much Christian dogma, as 
literally interpreted, is an apparently 
immovable stumbling-block. 

! fcar that both Sine and Cupitt 
will feel unhappy at being bracketed 


A Year as Mayor 


In the course of our lives we make a 
number of promises, vows and 
declarations all of which stand as 
milestones. The pledge to work for the 
objects of Toc H, the matrimonial 
promise, and the declaration to ‘duly and 
faithfully fulfil the duties of the office of 
the Mayor of the Borough of Kettering’ 
are three of the milestones I cherish. 
Widely separated in time yet all linked in 
the sense that each in turn had a 
significance for the others. 


Marriage brought a common Christian 
purpose, mayoralty meant that my wife as 
mayoress shared most of my duties and 
played a vital part in my public role. 
Through the Main Resolution Toc H had 
prepared me for all the aspects of public 
life that were important. So, with the 
support and stabilising influence of my 
_wife, 1 was able to cope with the dutics 
and obligations of being the first citizen 
of Kettering for 12 months. 


-It was a demanding task. One had to be 
prepared to put the requirements of 
office first and make no private plans, but 
it provided an immense amount of 
pleasure and the year passed extremely 
quickly. 


I 
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The Mayor presides at all full council 
meetings and has to endeavour to control 
them, deciding on ‘points of order’ and 
even casting the deciding vote in the 
event of a tic. Being duty bound to be 
politically neutral he sees that all sides of 
the debates are given a fair hearing. So he 
can upset many and yet perhaps succeed 
in Causing serious offence to no-one. 


But the vast part of the Mayoral role is 
occupied by attendance at functions, a 
wide and varied range of events, 
encompassing dignified formal occasions, 
money raising events, judging the 
bonniest baby and congratulating 
centenarians. 


The Buckingham Palace garden party 
stands out because of our affection for 
the royal family and our love for the 
Queen in particular. Being on the lawn on 
a beautiful summer’s day with several 
members of the royal family is an 
unforgettable experience, 


The enthronement of Bill Westwood 
Bishop of Peterborough, was another 
grand occasion. Such a collection of 
religious and civic dignitaries in a packed 
cathedral made it a solemn and 


together in this brief notice but i 
to me that we need to look for so 


of synthesis between the down to Á ng 
T 


practicality of the one 4 
intellectual honesty and rigour s the 
other. Perhaps a clue towards this is a 
found in the fact both emphasise W? 
religion is a life to be lived not mora. 


FE Nere 
set of propositions to be believed, lya 


K P-B 


The Mustard Seed Conspiracy. Tom Sine 
Marc Europe. £2.25. i 
The Sea of Faith. Don Cupitt. BBC. £6.95 
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Work in Worship 


This is a new kind of anthology, ang 
intended as a storehouse of material for 
different occasions. It will help 
individuals trying to find suitable readings 
or prayers for Family Prayers, or for 
longer periods of thoughtful reflection 
at conferences on the issues of work and 
unemployment. There are also litanies, 
hymns and songs for formal occasions of 
worship. 

Best of all, there is a detailed 
section of cross-referencing and 
suggestions for further resources beyond 


John Poole has just completed his year as 
Mayor of Kettering and shares some 
thoughts on that experience. 


memorable afternoon. Meeting Dukes and 
Duchesses, Earls and Ladies, High Sheriffs 
and Lord Lieutenants, brought home to 
us ‘How nice people are’. We were 
accepted in the friendliest manner, as if 
we had known each other for years. 


School children were met, in school, on 
playing fields, at the fairs, in the Mayor's 
parlour. Reactions ranged from mild 
interest (playgroups and nursery schools), 
intense interest and wonder (infants), 
enquiring interest (primary), polite 
interest (secondary). A particular group 
of young people we tried to encourage 
were the Youth Training Scheme students 
who displayed remarkable versatility in 
developing all manner of skills from 
automobile engineering to catering. |" 
addition we were present at various 
gatherings of Scouts, Guides and 
Brownies numbering 500 to 1,000 on 
each occasion, and this from a borough of 
70,000 people. We were also very 
impressed with the music, art and drama 
Presentations of young people. fully 
justifying the amount of training and 
preparation provided by teachers an 
volunteers. A lot of this spills over into 
the operatic, choir and drama groups who 
seem to proliferate locally and to whose 
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the book itself. In an anthology of only 
two hundred pages, the last forty are 
devoted to helping the reader find his 
way through the material, and to naming 
other books which would be helpful. A 
god anthology is welcome. Helping your 
readers to find what they want, and to 
put it in the tight order, is exceptional, 
and Cameron Butland has tried very hard 
to do that. 

He was at Cuddesdon College, so 
he started with two advantages. A former 


Principal, the present Archbishop of 
Canterbury. has provided a 
commendation. The author was also 


influenced by Toc H patterns of prayer, 
and quotes from our publications. 

The price, however, is not as well 
subsidised as our publications. You will 
have to find over £5, but it will be worth 
it, because this anthology draws from so 
wide a stream of writing and praying on 
the theme of work, and the dignity it 
gives to human beings. The author has 
also been prepared to challenge us to 
relieve the boredom and indignity of 
being unemployed. 

Bob Knight 


Work in Worship. Cameron Butland. 
Hodder & Stoughton. £5.95. 


very high standard performances we were 
invited. 


At the General Hospital on Christmas 
Day we met the staff and visited wards, 
secing the range of patients from 
premature babies to accident cases, the ill 
and the simply aged. Old people in 
residential homes, public and private, 
were visited and listened to at different 
times. We met and honoured three 
centenarians as well as diamond wedding 
anniversary celebrants. 


Civic Balls and Grand Dances were fairly 
frequent and we acquired a circle of 
dignitaries, known as the ‘chaingang’ from 
their civic insignia and regalia, with whom 
extremely pleasant and, we hope, 
enduring friendships were formed. 


The list is so extensive and could be 
expanded so much but 1’ll leave you with 
one snippet. There is a permanent 
reminder of our year of office in the form 
of a Victorian drinking fountain which, 
after lying in pieces in a muscum storage 
room, has been repaired and restored by 
voluntary endeavour. It was erected in a 
Public garden almost at the end of our 
year of office. No water flows in the 
fountain, everyone is so health and safety 
conscious these days that that would 
never do (what are we coming to?). 
Nevertheless the fountain pedestal bears a 
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We will Remember... 


We regret to announce the death of the 
following members: 


In April 

Revd John H Smith (Stockport District) 
Jack F Taylor (Horwich) 

In May 

Grace Bancroft (Sheffield), Ivor A Cole 
(Griffithstown), Colin R Eaton-Barty 
(Cosby), Ronald M Gregory (Honiton), 
Joan U Hitch (Grays), M Alice Laws 
(Southdown District), May E Mayle 
(Bognor Regis), Edwin Nuttall (Worksop) 
Frank K Turner (Wulfrun), Douglas W 
Yates (Conwy) 

In June 

Leslie G Breed (Whetstone & Finchley) 
Ida W Chessell (Parkhurst) 

Arthur Rogers (RHH1) 


Not previously recorded 

John Haigh (South East Herts District) 
Myfanwy P Jones (Corwen) 

George H Tillott (South Devon District) 


The death in May of Frank Turner, Central 
Councillor for S Staffs and Wulfrun District, is 
a grievous loss to the Movement both locally 
and nationally. He had been an active member 
for over 30 years, and his main contribution 
was the organisation and leadership of the 
Wulfrun Holiday Camp for underprivileged 
children which celebrated its 251h birthday in 
1984. As a fellow member in Wolverhampton 
says ‘He was symbolic of Toc H in the Midlands 
— no praise of his work for the area can be 


adequate to repay the debt the Movement owes 
him’. 

We send our decp sympathy to his 
family, especially to his daughter Sally and her 
husband with whose wedding day Frank's death 
sadly coincided. 


John Taylor, or Jack as he was known, was a 
loyal and faithful member of Horwich Branch 
from its start in 1933, and served as Jobmaster 
for many ycars and was still a regular at Branch 
Mectings. 

His death was as sudden as it was 
unexpected and he will be sadly missed. 


Joc Higgins writes vor Cole was a diabetic 
which meant that he was unable to travel very 
often to Regional gatherings etc, but he was a 
true Toc H man and a conscientious treasurer. 
His membership of Toc H meant a very great 
deal to him. He was held in much affection by 
his fellow members and we shall be much the 
poorer for his death. ' 


Edwin Nuttall was a leading member of Toc H 
in Nottinghamshire. For a number of ycars he 
was a Central Councillor, as well as a devoted 
and loyal Branch and District member. He also 
did much to support LEPRA, the local Cheshire 
Home Committee as well as his major vocation 
as a Methodist local preacher. 


Eleanor Wakefield writes: “Grace Bancroft was 
a member for over 50 years. Despite her 
blindness and difficulty in walking she kept in 
touch and liked to hear what was going on’. 


We give thanks for their lives 
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plate on it with my name inscribed as | $ = 
having unveiled it. 
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Broadway Men’s Branch at the presentation of a seat in memory of Richard 
Ayshford-Sandford. The village now has five seats presented by the Branch. 
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20-27 October 1985 


One World Week, now in its eighth 
year, is promoted by the churches 
committee of the World Development 
Movement and is financed and 
supported by the British Churches. It 
provides an annual focus for study and 
action on many of the issues of justice, 
| peace and world development at local 
level throughout the British Isles. The 
theme for this year’s One World Week 
is ‘Recipes for Justice’ and provides an 
opportunity to look at the reasons for 
famine and for plenty in a calm and 
considered way. One of the aims of 
their focus on food this year is to draw 
in members of the mass of the British 
population, who showed such 
generosity towards victims of the 
Ethiopian famine, but who have little 


| 
or no understanding about the : 


cause of hunger and poverty on an 
international level or here in our own 
society. The ‘Recipes for Justice — 
Food for the World’ theme provides a 
Do-it-yourself programme for local 
activities. Further information and 
prices can be obtained from One 
World Week, PO Box 1, London SW9 
8BH. 


FooD ~ ABASIC NEED 

~= ASOURCE OF PLEASURE 

~ ACAUSE FOR CELEBRATION 
WE LIVE IN ASMALLWORLD AND 
ARE FED BY PEOPLE FROM MANY 
LANDS WHO PRODUGE, SHIP 
PROGESS, SELL AND PREPARE THE 
FOOD WE ENJOY. 
EVERY MAYOR RELIGJON TEACHES 
THE DUTY To SHARE THE WORLD'S 
WEALTH WITH ONE ANOTHER, 


FOOD — A FUNDAMENTAL 
HUMAN RIGHT 


YET WE OVE IN AN UNJUST WORD 

e ENOUGH FooD 1S GROWN TO 
FEED EVERYONE, IF IT WERE 
FAIRLY SHARED 

*FOOD MOUNTAINS & STARVATION 
EXIST SIDE EY SIDE 

*SOME OF THOSE WHO FEED , 
US ARE AMONG THE WORLDS 
HONGRIEST PEOPLE 


Greenham Common 


In 1915 the Germans launched the first 
poison gas attack. The Allies as usual 
were unprepared and casualties were very 
high. The first gas masks were merely 
pads of flannel to be fixed over the nose 
and mouth. To make them effective? 
They had to be saturated with urine! 
Eventually a more efficient respirator was 
issued and troops were given a quick run 
through a gas chamber to prove the 
efficiency of the respirator and also to 
increase morale. 

This was only protection against 
choking gases. In 1939 civilians were 
issued with respirators, armed forces were 
already equipped both with respirators 
and protective clothing against blistering 
gases. Also Britain had stocks of the 
various gases and some very effective 
means of delivering them. 

Poison gas was not used by either 
side during World War Two. Does not this 
prove the ability to retaliate in whatever 
form of beastliness the opposition has 
produced is the best prevention? 


George Charleston 
Honiton 


. md Molesworth 


As I had one week’s unexpected holiday 
and noticed in the Molesworth Bulletin 
that during this period there were 
meetings planned at the Old School 
House, Clopton, | decided to make my 
way there for a few days to take an 
interest and possibly give support. 1 was 
offered welcome shelter at the People’s 
Peace Camp in muddy Warren Lane in a 
fibreglass boat beside one of the caravans. 
On the morning after arrival, making my 
way to the focus of protest by the 
Eirenee Chapel, I was privileged to be 
present at an historic CND event. Mer 
Bruce Kent, Air Commodore Alastair 
Mackie, Ms Pat Arrowsmith and others 
were assembled to deliver the challenge to 


Open Forum 


the Armed Forces, MOD Police and 
workers, urging them ‘to refuse to obey 
illegal orders such as those requiring yoy 
to guard, maintain or transport any 
nuclear weapons of first use, such as 
Cruise Missiles’ such being deemed illegal 
under various sections of military and 
International Law. Press and television 
crews were present and interviews 
conducted. On the final evening of my 
stay, I became almost unwittingly 
involved in non-violent direct action 
which resulted in my being arrested, 
along with a young man who steadied my 
resolve by his own determination. We 
refused to move from the verge of a lane 
which leads to one of the entrances to the 
Base, which is termed as obstructing the 
Highway, under a section of a 1980 Act 
of Parliament. Along with two other 
protestors, arrested at the same place 
earlier, we are charged to attend 
Huntingdon Magistrates Court. I am 
proud to have shared what is being 
experienced by so many hundreds of 
others in this struggle for humanity’s 
sake. 

My personal opinion is that this 
country should possess well armed 
conventional forces while renouncing all 
nuclear weapons. 


Richard Crump 
Carshalton 


Thank You 


l thought it was time I expressed the 
gratitude of the staff and children of the 
Oaks for all the enjoyment we have 
received from the Norwich In Touch 
Action Group. 

We have enjoyed several games of 
football, but as yet are unable to beat 
them. On two occasions we have 
entertained them at the Oaks when we 
played pool, darts, dominoes, table tennis 
and several board games and were more 
successful than at football. The children 
also enjoyed a day trip to Clacton pier 
and Colchester zoo. Gary, an ex-resident, 
was a student on an Opex course at the 
local college and was privileged to be in 
a group of handicapped youngsters who 
joined the In Touch group on a camp at 
Wells beach. He thoroughly enjoyed 
himself. 

I appreciate you have several 
groups all over the country connected 
with your organisation who are equally as 
dedicated, but in Norwich you are 
something special to the Oaks. 

1 look forward to many more 
years of contact with your colleagues. 


Peter Offler 
Residential Social Worker, Norwich 
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foc Hin Gibratiat 


| was so very delighted to read the article 
on ‘Jock of the Rock’ in the April issue. 
My late husband Stan and myself had the 
pleasure and privilege of meeting him 
when we were on holiday in Gibraltar in 
1974. We -were very impressed by his 
tremendous character and to see how he 
was keeping the flag flying. He was a 
most imposing figure in his kilt and 
stockings in spite of not being very tall! 
A lovable man totally dedicated to Toc H. 


Kitty Pill 
Wroughton 


Calculated Risks 


The Colin Evans affair is a sad business. 
| should like to say that you have written 
a wise, discriminating, well-balanced 
article on the subject. As you say, in any 
work of this kind risks must be taken, or 
nothing would be achieved. A number of 
years ago I did some work as a prison 
chaplain in another continent. After his 
release, | commended one man, who had 
shown interest and been helpful in the 
chapel, to the parish priest of his own 
district, hoping the priest would call on 
him. However the young man anticipated 
that by paying a visit to the priest himself 
— a nocturnal one. Luckily not much was 
taken. 


Richard Cole 
Cardiff 


Homo-Anans 


I was very interested in John Kilburn’s 
‘Homo Amans’ in June Point Three as ! 
can parallel his experiences. Like him | 
was teaching the age group taking the 
1]-plus, but not to the degree of 
concentration that he had to endure, and 
so was able to give more consideration to 
those whose subsequent education would 
be in other than grammar schools. Also, 
like him I had the opportunity of learning 
from a Down’s Syndrome child. My 
daughter fostered Toni from the age of 
18 months (her early days had all been 
Spent in hospital) before our eldest 
grandchild had been born and so to my 
wife and I she became the first in that 
generation, and still holds an important 
place in our hearts. She too is nearly 21, 
socially adaptable, accepted by all the 
family as they have increased, loving and 
generous, self possessed as far as is 
Possible. 

Prior to taking Toni my daughter 
had a great concern for Ben (also with 
Down's Syndrome) when she worked in 
a day nursery, and brought him on visits 

ome. When she told us that he was to be 
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a page at her wedding } confess that | had 
eaae but with loving preparation 
played his part admirably, much to 
the pleasure of his parents (he was the 
first in that family) and became the 
subject of an article written by his 
mother for the Manchester Guardian 
helping to reassure other parents of such 
children. Through these connections we 
were able to have Noreen out of 
residential home for Sunday visits and 
now, 12 years or so later, she is one ofa 
number of handicapped children 
attending our church. Toni now spends 
most of her time in a residential home of 
the Fitzroy Foundation, (a “necessary 
provision for the future), where she is 
very happy with school days over and 
purposefully occupied in a workshop. 
Ben has been occupied in like manner for 
much longer. Toni spends the holidays 
with our daughter and last year was 
bridesmaid at her sister’s wedding. 

Now, some 30 unofficial 
grandchildren later, our daughter has the 
care of Joseph aged 18 months and with a 
heart defect, and what a pleasure to see 
his development with loving and often 
time consuming attention. Our lives have 
been greatly enriched through these 
contacts, and I am sure that this is so 
with all our family and friends who have 
known them too. 

Don Aldridge 
Wallington, Surrey 


‘I vow to thee My Country ...° 


Cecil Spring-Rice wrote his poem in 
January 1918 hardly more than a month 
before his death, after a lifetime of 
service to England. Its last line: ‘And her 
ways are ways of gentleness, And all her 
paths are peace’ makes even a young man 
of 90 years like me long to swap this 
earthly kingdom for the Kingdom of 
God. In another poem, ‘Heavy with 
Thought . . . ° Cecil Spring-Rice says: ‘My 
armour is the plumage of the dove, My 
thoughts are feathers, and my wings are 
love’. I have been a patriot all my life 
simply because ! loved my English 
heritage and still do. Why does Ken 
Prideaux-Brune equate this natural love 
with arrogance, jingoism, flashing blades, 
contempt for foreigners, etc etc? Why 
does he go on about my country right or 
wrong? Love is love, it is not necessarily 
blind to faults in the beloved. 

Patriotism, as Spring-Rice said 
more beautifully, is service to your 
country and your com-patriots; it is the 
preservation of all that’s good, the 
enhancement of your heritage and its safe 
keeping for future generations. With its 
roots in true spiritual values, it is the 
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unifying force in Britain. Political 
conniving, personal power-seeking and 
domination of others is the divisive 
destroyer. If young Britons want to carry 
the flag onwards what is wrong with that? 
If they instinctively wish to defend their 
heritage and their traditional bit of the 
earth’s surface against destructive forces, 
that is good and right. No amount of 
lengthy discourse should cause them to 
doubt the honour of being a patriot. 

After all, if all peoples were 
patriots, were content to stay in and 
make the best of their own native land 
and were good neighbours to the nation 
next door, then the Kingdom of God on 
earth would be just a little nearer. 


Harry E Attkins 
Reading 


Footnote: Harry Attkins is a founder 
member who recalls the opening of 
Talbot House, Poperinge. He tells us that 
Tubby was persuaded to open a hostel at 
Poperinge for British soldiers going home 
on leave, otherwise they were getting so 
drunk they never made the ‘boat for 
Blighty’! — Ed. 


Sex Discrimination 


So, we are given to understand that 
Alison House, needs new Wardens, or 
rather, as June’s Point Three goes on to 
say ‘Warden and Wife’. Apparently it is an 
undisputed fact that a Warden is, of 
course, always male, and of course only 
men can deal with ‘important’ things like 
bookings and money matters. But women 
do have their place. You see, a Wife (with 
a capital ‘W' note!) is undoubtedly an 
asset when it comes to the domestic 
running of a Toc H Centre — she can 
organise the cooking, cleaning and 
laundry, and whilst not actually being 
given the hallowed title itself is very 
importantly known as the Wife of the 
Warden. 

Need | really say more? Wouldn’t 
it be stating the obvious to say that 
women can make marvellous financial 
managers, and men equally good 
domestic managers? And aren’t both 
aspects of equal importance in running a 
Toc H Centre? So Pm not even arguing 
for the wording to be changed from 
‘Warden and Wife’ to ‘Warden and 
Spouse’, but simply to talk about 
Wardens being required, be they women, 
men or little green persons from Mars. 
And in the meantime could I encourage 
people to think about sex equality and 
equal opportunities, ie ‘to ‘think fairly’. 


Liz Jones 
Birmingham 
contd play 13 


Poperinge friends 


Although too late for VE Day, I think we 
should at this time remember Marcel 
DeRynck who, with a Belgian friend, 
saved The Old House for us. 

When the Germans were retreating 
through Poperinge in 1944, Marcel and 
his friend waited until the German 
occupants of The Old House had left and 
then, despite the danger of possible 
booby traps, entered the house only to 
find that fires had been lit in the centre 
of each room. These they were able to 
extinguish before too much damage was 
done and left our beloved House for us 
all safe and sound. 

Most of us older members also 


warmly remember the unfailing 
hospitality of Yvonne DeRynck at her 
home ‘Ðe Breister’ the wonderful 


Needlework Shop in the Square. Every 
visitor to The Old House was welcomed 
and befriended. 

Marcel and Yvonne now live at 
Ostend and I am proud of their friendship. 


Betty Burke 
Whitstable 


‘The Poacher’s Den’ 


In 1984, when we were considering 
finance and the ways and means to repay 
our £1,800 loan from HQ, it was 
suggested that if each member of the 
Region were to give £1 we could repay in 
full. As a token of our faith in the idea 
we each of us then and there put our 
pound ‘on the table’. Our Regional 
Chairman put forward the Appeal in a 
letter to all Branches. 

Now in May 1985 we can say 
that our faith was not misplaced. The 
total sum raised was £1,769.60 and we 
have now paid off our loan, and as a 
result, with increasing use being made of 
the ‘Den’, we can start to put money into 
a refurbishing fund. We need a few more 
comfortable chairs — stacking chairs get 
a bit hard after a weekend of discussion 
and chat!! We need to tarmac the car 
park and would like to fill in the drain at 
the rear to give some playing space. All 
this will cost in the region of £2,000 to 
£3,000. 

So, whilst we would say to all our 
friends, thank you, we would also ask for 
more bookings by Branches and Districts 
so that we may carry on the good work. 

The Poacher‘s Den sleeps 16 (two 
dormitories each sleeping seven, and one 
room to sleep two) and is four miles from 
Spalding, Lincs. Enquiries to Bernard 
Wheatley (077 587 316). 


Olive Curd 
Peterborough 
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Toc H comes first 


How very much I agree with everything in 
Pat Turner's letter under the heading 
‘Toc H comes first’ in the June issue of 
Point Three. ; 

During my 40 years in our 
Movement | have always firmly believed 
that one of its important differences from 
the many organisations which raise 
money for various deserving causes, local, 
national or international, is that the 
service we give is personal, not financial. 
What else can be meant by the second 
point of the compass? And what is the 
prime purpose of the Jobbie if not to 
discover the talents or potentials of each 
member and match them to the needs 
of those who look to us for help? 

Pat’s letter prompted me to look 
through the last six issues of Point Three 
from January to June and jot down the 
amounts reported as having been raised 
by Branches, Districts etc. The figures are 
approximate but it seems that £9,030 
plus 1,500DM went to various charities, 
£4,750 to work done for other people 
in the name of Toc H and £450(!) to the 
Family Purse. And this does not include 
unspecified sums of money raised to 
supply a variety of equipment for 
hospitals, homes and the like. 

If members have time or money 
to spare there is, of course, nothing io 
stop them giving individual support to the 
cause of their choice, but if we are to 
provide the means whereby our 
Movement is enabled to grow in strength 
and numbers as we would all like it to do, 
surely the maxim for any corporate fund 
raising efforts we make should be ‘Toc H 
comes first’. 


Joan Chamberlain 
Twickenham 


Trading Stamps 


Many thanks for a smashing parcel of 
trading stamps. 

l am definitely still collecting 
both trading stamps and cigarette 
coupons, and shall continue to do so for 
as long as they are around — such a super 
source of revenue. 

I have now donated £27,632.57 
to Stoke Mandeville and £1,071.14 for an 
amputee and rehabilitation centre at our 
local hospital. 

Many thanks for your continued 
support. 


Miriam Tweed 
Attleborough 


(Mrs Miriam Tweed lives at Cedar Drive, 
Attleborough, Norfolk NR17 2EX) — Ed 


Work with Deaf and Blind 


Į see in your May issue a letter from Wy 
Dibble of Chichester asking Toc H to help 
the Deaf-Blind. ! do agree that this js a 
worthwhile cause and one many people 
fight shy of, as it means learning to speak 
on their hands. 

1 would like to say that my 
husband and I, helped by other members 
of our Branch, ran a Deaf-Blind Club, 
gathering members from the whole of 
Middlesex, once a month for nearly 29 
years. It now continues under another 
committee of our non Toc H friends but 
several of our Branch support it monthly, 


Alice Evans 
Whetstone 


Badge of Courage 


The most courageous person | met in 
1984 was a lady in a wheelchair that was 
parked next to my market stall early in 
December. ‘Hello, enjoying the sunshine?’ 
l asked. ‘Yes / am very much.’ Looking 
her straight in the eye I asked, ‘What 
happened to you then?’ ‘I was in a car 
crash, that’s how I lost my leg.’ The 
missing limb had escaped my notice until 
she mentioned it. She dismissed my 
sympathy saying ‘Don't feel sorry for me. 
If you attended the centre that I go to 
once a month, you would see how well 
off 1 am. There are some very sad cases. 
At least I can read and write a letter, and 
do anything anyone else can do sitting 
down. It’s just that 1 cannot get on with 
my false leg. My husband and family take 
great care of me’. When I turned around 
again she had gone. Her words were an 
inspiration to me. Isn’t that what being a 
Christian is all about — being able to 
count your blessings after a full life as a 
wife and mother, now that you are 
confined to a wheelchair? My passing 
friend certainly showed her badge of 
courage. 


Elsie Brackenborough 
Birchington, Kent 


Money for older Branches 


Free money for Toc H development — 
interested? Good. Pin back your ears 
and hearken to this. On Saturday I like to 
listen to Moyeybox on Radio Four while 
preparing to eat, and recently they 
announced the setting up of a new 
charity with half a million to disburse to 
groups of oldsters (ten or more, most of 
whom should be 60 or over) who have 
seen a need in their community and want 
seed money to get cracking. Grants (once 
only of £500 to £1,000) to be given. So 
pass the word around. 


Details can be obtained from 

‘New Horizons’, 12 Bedford Square, 
London WC}. 

Frank Field 

Polegate 
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Rule of the Road 


During my theological training, recently 
completed, three printed tracts hung on 
my wall in St Michael’s College. They 
were the Toc H main resolution, the 
prayer of St Francis and Barclay Baron’s 
verse ‘To conquer hate would be to end 
the strife of all the ages, but for men to 
know one another is not difficult and it 
is half the battle.’ 

In this mining and quarrying 
parish there is a lot of hate, frustration 
and weariness and it is becoming clear to 
me that progress must not be measured 
primarily in scientific discovery and 
inventions, but rather in terms of 
goodwill and love. All other progress is 
secondary and illusory. 

Toc H once had a handbook 
called ‘The Signpost’ and | suggest now 
that every Branch accepts, and fully 
appreciates, that our rule of the road has 
to be the law of love. Nothing else will 
do in Toc H. No other temporary 
diversions, red herrings or substitutes 
such as elections, minutes, quizzes, 
waste-paper, regional meetings and 
chopping sticks must ever again occupy 
our time, unless and until they have been 
measured for size against that one law. In 
order to love we must immerse ourselves 
in, not anaesthetise ourselves from, the 
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FOLDING TABLES 


GOPAK LTD 
FREEPOST, 
Dept TOC, 
Range Road, 
Hythe, Kent, 
CT21 SBR 

No stamp needed 
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0303 66704 
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shuffling piles of e ee 
paper or meeting for its 
own sake, without a trace of common 
compassion for a local need and a 
willingness to involve others in meeting it. 
D It is clearly nonsense to speak of 
loving’ in Toc H if we are unconcerned 
about the appalling conditions by which 
so many lives are handicapped and 
frustrated. We must care about housing 
and employment, because both are part 
of God’s plan for man. To talk of ‘family’ 
in Toc H is a mockery unless families 
around us can be housed and become 
economically stable with decency and 
dignity. We must care about education 
and opportunity because God cares for 
the individual and wants each of us to use 
our talents to the full. We must care that 
people find in their daily lives the 
fulfilment and not the frustration of their 
natures. 

Real progress only takes place 
when brotherly love gets into all the 
relations of life and Toc H members 
ought to see that it does. This rule of the 
road is the necessary condition for health 
and happiness of the soul. 

There is an amazing difference in 
people when they begin to love in this 
way. The real sense of the reality of God 


TWO WEEKS FREE TRIAL 


DIRECT FROM 
MANUFACTURER 


GENEROUS DISCOUNT 


Lightweight aluminium tables 
with maximum strength, 
minimum weight, attractive 
appearance and folding easily for 
compact storage. A wide range of 
sizes and colour tops is available. 


Ideal indoors or outdoors for 
fund-raising events... 


HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS 
used nationwide in Schools, 
Church Halis, Clubs, Housing 
Associations, Hospitals... 
Please send for our FREF 
illustrated pricc-list with the 
opportunity to TRY A TABLE. 


Colin Gibbs, known to many of us as 
‘Huw’, is now an assistant curate at Bistre 
in N Wales. Colin served on the Toc H 
staff for a number of years as our Public 
Relations Officer, 


comes to them, for living in this kind of 
world, (the environment of which is 
created by deeds of love) is ‘living in God’ 
and becoming truly a part of His Body. 
The manner of achieving it is by ‘deeds of 
love’ which can only be accomplished in a 
face to face encounter with each other. 
Jesus never asks us to love the world but 
to love ‘one another’. It was a slow and it 
was a tough job, but he persuaded -his 
disciples to sink their differences, to 
surrender resentments and to adjust 
outlooks for His sake and the Kingdom’s. 
He did it by convincing them that what 
matters is not individual predilections and 
opinions but God’s purpose for them 
personally. He gave them a vision of the 
world as it could be if men accepted 
God’s rule of the road in their hearts, and 
lived it out with their neighbour. This He 
said, is the ‘Kingdom of God’. Barclay 
Baron's words are not only a neat way of 
summarising Toc H — they are a 
measuring rod by which we succeed or 
fail in our membership. They tefl us that 
in the common life together, in the 
obedience of our hearts to the will of the 
Father, in the powers that are released in 
response to faith, prayer and actions, in 
the love that thereafter becomes the 
common mark of recognition for us and 
binds us all together, the ‘Kingdom’ is 
present. 


mail Ads 


Small advertisements must be received (with 
remittance) five weeks before publication day, 
which is the 23rd of the preceding month. The 
charge is Sp a word (minimum 50p) plus VAT, 
to Point Three Magazine. Rates of display 
advertisements can be obtained from the 
Editorial Office, Toc H, 1 Forest Close, 
Wendover. Telephone: 0296 623911. 


Conwy. Dinner and B & B £10.50 per day. 
Weekends, midweek bookings. Ideal for 
walking, touring, near sea and mountains. 
Doreen and Bill Baxter, Llys Gwilym Guest 
House, 3 Mountain Road, Cadnant Park, 
Conwy, Gwynedd, N Wales. Tel: 049 263 2351. 


Jaywick, Clacton, Essex. Sea wall chalet, ideal 
for two adults, can sleep three. Car parking 
available, near shops. All electric. April to 
October £30 pw. Apply: Miss Nicholls, 38 Kings 
Road, Clacton-on-Sea, Essex. 


Cornwall, quiet rural area, easy reach of coasts. 
B & B £6.50 (evening meal optional). ‘Kariba’, 
Hay, St Stephen, St Austell, Cornwall PL26 7LF. 
Tel: 0726 822088. 


Raise funds quickly, easily. Superb ball-pens, 
combs, key fobs, diarics, etc gold stamped to 
your requirements. Details: Northern Novelties, 
Bradford BD1 3HE. 
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Society needs compassion more than 
competition’. This high quality introduction 
to Toc H, produced several years ago, has 
now had its address page updated, and there 
are still substantial stocks available from HQ. 
lt provides an exciting picture of Toc H, and 
is excellent materia] for the new enquirer. 
Cost 1 5p per copy. 


e \ Orders of Service. There are now four Orders of Service available for local 
cea \ use. 


| “yp \ 1; A Rededication Service: TH Series B. Cost 4p per copy. 
\ \ 2. A Service of Light and Rededication: TH Series A. Cost 4p per copy. 
\ 3. A Service of Thanksgiving — General. This has been in existence for 


\ A \ some years now, and has proved very popular. Cost 6p per copy. 
\ BY inp le \ 4. A Service of Thanksgiving — Special: This new Service has been 
\ RED | eee designed especially to take note of this 70th Year of Toc H. After 
| j r 2 È $ P 
\ s} Te 1985, it will be amended appropriately, and will become the 
\ | <= | standard Toc H Service of Thanksgiving, in place of the previous 
| | Order of Service above. Cost 6p per copy. 


| SERVICE | Bangladesh Tape/Slide Programme. This new programme gives a 25 minute 

aad ae | audio-visual presentation of the work of Peter East in Bangladesh. It has 

_ AND | 142 slides, and requires the special tape/slide equipment held in most 
ae DICATION | Regional Offices, comprising a Kodak Carousel SAV 2000 or 2500 Slide 

; = | Projector with two empty slide carousels, a Wallensak 3M Tape Recorder, 


and a screen. 


| The use of the programme is free, and is available from Headquarters. 


ysg ae : 5 
\ Ths "a ~~. A VHS Video Cassette of this programme is also being produced, and 
\ | should be available from Headquarters shortly. Enquiries to Publications 
\ Toj X | Department. 


\ j T : ; 

\ | hanks giving | 1986 Diary. The Toc H diary will be available shortly, price £1 including 
\ | H | postage. [t is once again a slim-line version, with Sunday start, and 
\ | Tara | containing the usual essential Toc H information and addresses. 


Ss Point Three — backnumbers. We do hold stocks of back numbers of Point 
Three, and will happily make these available, free, for exhibition and 
[2 publicity purposes. They will do much more good for Toc H in the hands 
TapE of newcomers and enquirers, than sitting in safe storage at Headquarters. 
S| 


All the above available from Toc H Publications Department, 1 Forest Close, Wendover, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 6BT. 
Cheques payable to Toc H. 
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